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(2) Linking [',"]. In vocalic junctures where the first word ends in /i:/, /1/, /e1/.
/ai/, or /31/, a slight linking ['] may be heard between the two vowels, e.g. my arms
[mar Ya:mz], may ask [mer “a:sk], he ought [hi: “oit], annoy Arthur [anor Ja:0a]
beauty and [bju:ti: “and]. But this is not sufficient to be equated with phonemic
/j/; indeed there are minimal pairs which illustrate the difference between link-
ing ['] and phonemic /j/, my ears [mal Y1az] vs my years [mai “jiaz], and I earn (a1
J3:n] vs I yearn [a1 “j3:n]. Similarly a linking [*] may be heard between a final /u:/.
/au/ and /au/ and a following vowel, e.g. window open [windau “aupan], now and
then [nav “and "den|, you aren’t [ju: “a:nt|; and minimal pairs illustrating linking
[*] and phonemic /w/ can be found, e.g. two-eyed [tu: “aid] vs too wide [tu: “waid].
Alternative pronunciations, more frequent in faster speech, in the case of the
sequences of diphthong plus following vowel, involve the absorption of the
second element of the diphthong, i.e. of the [1] in the case of /e1,a1,51/ and of the
[u] in the case of /ou,au/, giving renderings like annoy Arthur [and> "a:0a], my ears
Ima “19z], window open ["'winda aupan] (see further under §8.11 (8) above).
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